
Capacitor room smells

How do you know if a capacitor is wet?

If it was a &quot;wet&quot; capacitor with a gel /liquid electrolyte,that was likely either ethylene glycol (aka

&quot;anti-freeze&quot;) or boric acid (think Borax laundry soap). If it was a solid capacitor,the equivalent of

an electrolyte was another film of manganese dioxide (MnO2). Wet caps usually pop,but not smoke.

 

What happens if a capacitor leaks out?

What you're smelling and seeing is the electrolyte that's leaked out. Depending on what the capacitor in

question is actually doing,you may not see an immediate impact (as you noticed),but things will degrade,and

what's worse is that the other capacitors are likely to start failing shortly.

 

Why do I smoke when soldering a capacitor?

If you're concerned about lung damage,the smoke that comes from the fluxevery time you solder something is

probably what you should focus your attention on. If it was a &quot;wet&quot; capacitor with a gel /liquid

electrolyte,that was likely either ethylene glycol (aka &quot;anti-freeze&quot;) or boric acid (think Borax

laundry soap).

 

How do you know if an electrolytic capacitor is failing?

There are two visible signs indicating an electrolytic capacitor is failing. These are bulging of the capacitor

itself and leakage of the electrolyte. Since,this forum is frequented by people who work as repair technicians,it

would be interesting to read about their experiences and whether there are other less obvious signs of

electrolytic death.

 

What causes a capacitor to fail?

Many things can cause a capacitor to fail. Manufacturing defects,low quality components,and adverse

environmental conditionscan shorten the life of the capacitor. Once you see it bulging or leaking,you should

consider the device failed and stop using it or you risk damaging any equipment connected to it.

 

What happens if you replace a capacitor?

Depending on what the capacitor in question is actually doing,you may not see an immediate impact (as you

noticed),but things will degrade,and what's worse is that the other capacitors are likely to start failing shortly.

You could solder in replacements,but it's probably just best to replace the power supply entirely.

Like it looks really clean, it leaked maybe 100 microliters or less of substance on the PCB near a power rail

from a fatty 22000uF capacitor (hardly visible to naked eye but ...

Could be blown capacitor or other issue inside PSU. If you cleaned it and it still smells then it''s not just dust.

You''ll want to get a new PSU because running a bad one risks damaging other components.
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? Something strange I''ve noticed about these early home computers is the odour - old electronics often smells

like rancid fish! Here''s why: Capacitors - the cylindrical things attached to the surface of circuit boards - tend

to leak as they age (which is why the first task when repairing an old computer is to replace them ...

Most capacitors emitting smell do so pretty briefly, and generally have it accompanied by sound as well as

smoke (a kind of very concentrated and visible smell). This appears to be a capacitor overheating but not

failing disastrously (yet), which does indeed happen occasionally. Could even be that it''s a nearby component

that''s the actual ...

Smell is hard to put into words. If you have a spare capacitor, you can always &quot;cook&quot; one to see

how it smells. I learn that smell when I mistakenly put 30V into a 10V capacitor. I did not do that

intentionally. If you are to do that internationally, take all safety measures and make sure you use a power

source with current limit.

Yes, ventilate the room, leave the room yourself but no big drama required :-) ... (by liquid electrolyte inside

boiling or burning up inside the case of the capacitor) This electrolyte gas smells bad but it''s not really toxic,

certainly not enough to have to open doors and windows for hours. I think it''s kind of like the precautions and

warnings you may read about fluorescent light bulbs ...

Customer: My laundry room starts smelling like dead fish Everytime I run my washer but my clothes don''t

smell like it. Could this be my electrolytic capacitor? If so, can you recommend the proper replacement part to

order? Contractor''s Assistant: ...

Re: Do bad capacitors stink? I came home to electrolytic capacitor stink for months, then it went away, then it

came back. Gutted all my equipment to find it and eventually it was the ZyXEL DSL modem supplied by my

ISP. Inside is two huge 3,300uF caps and one had popped, so I exchanged it for a newer modem.

Nah, I expect that would smell closer to the scent of overloaded outlet. I would also stay away from blown

capacitor scent, which resembles cooked popcorn. Burnt resistor smells like fresh ohms picked from the

garden, which is why the wax is pink. Reply reply karlsparx o I always love the smell of fresh ohms in the

spring. Reply reply [deleted] o When electrolytic caps explode ...

The worst is when your server rooms smells like burnt eggs - typically this is a capacitor that has popped.

Or...it''s your server monkey. Fire him, and hire one who eats less offensive foods. On a more serious note, I

have seen something like this before. Dead mouse/rat in the ceiling tiles. Gotta love pest control when they put

the poison ...

I came into work this morning and smelled smoke/fire. I checked on the main electrical room and sure enough

there was quite an explosion over night. A capacitor bank blew up early in the morning. No one was injured

thankfully and as of right now not sure the cause.
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It''s a bit like a bad connection in a phone call, except this one smells and could damage your fridge! Damaged

Capacitor. Think of the capacitor as the starting motor for your compressor. If it''s damaged, it can cause the

compressor to overheat, leading to a possible burnt smell. External Factors. Not all smells stem from the

compressor ...

Despite my best efforts to clean up leaked capacitor fluid with alcohol, it smells awful. I''ve scrubbed and

scrubbed and it just seems to smell worse and worse. It''s stinking up ...

I''m late to this thread but my LG OLED B8 started smelling as well, in 15-30 mins of usage my whole living

room smelt, I had to open the front door and windows. The smell was coming from the back vents by the

power supply. I''m assuming a capacitor blew out or is leaking. It was making me nauseous and dizzy just

smelling it. Leaving plugged ...

Smell is hard to put into words. If you have a spare capacitor, you can always &quot;cook&quot; one to see

how it smells. I learn that smell when I mistakenly put 30V into a 10V ...

If it is the worst rotten egg smell you''ve ever smelled - yes it is toxic. The good news is unless you are

walking into a sealed room full of it - the hydrogen sulfide smell is so potent it''s not going to take you by

surprise and you will smell it well before the toxic threshold; but if it''s making you sick to your stomach that

likely is the toxin and not from the smell.
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